 To be confirmed on 2nd December 2013
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 4th November 2013 

at The Barlow, Edgworth
Present: Councillor D Wild (in the chair)

Councillors P Birch, H Dowle, Rev A Morris, P Rigby and P Wild

Also present: G Syddall (Clerk), Councillor J Rigby and four members of the public

Prior to the meeting, members of the public were given an opportunity to speak.

Several local residents raised objections to planning application 10/13/0829.

6962 Minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 7th October 2013, having been circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

6963 Matters Arising

Amended documents had been submitted in respect of planning application 10/13/0724 for the erection of one 50kW wind turbine at Longshaw Head Farm, Crowthorn Road.

The proposed amendments did nothing to satisfy the concerns, and it was agreed that the Parish Council’s previous comments on the application be reiterated.

6964 Declarations of Interest

Councillor Dowle declared an interest in planning application 10/13/0867. She left the room during consideration of the item and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon.

Councillor Rev Morris declared an interest in planning application 10/13/0829. He left the room during consideration of the item and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon.

6965 Accounts

Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Zen Internet Ltd 

Broadband service


£    18.37   

Dave Rowley Landscapes
Litterman/Lengthsman October
£1165.00
E-On



Electricity – Belmont toilets

£    29.36


 
Royal Mail Group Ltd 
Freepost charges


£    63.65

Edward Stanford Ltd
Purchase of maps 


£    30.60

The Barlow 


Donation towards notice board
£1000.00

CPRE



Subscription



£    29.00

Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal Donation

£  200.00


A Herd


October salary 
G Syddall


October salary & postage
6966 Planning Applications

Resolved: That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/13/0867 and 10/13/0829.

6967 Proposed Wind Turbine at Birches Farm

The applicant explained that he had submitted a planning application to Bolton MBC for a larger wind turbine than the two already in place, in order to make his farm carbon neutral and to provide an additional source of income following the decline in farming. He was open to suggestions as to what may make the proposal more acceptable to objectors.

It was suggested that he could give a written undertaking to remove the two existing turbines, and that a public meeting could be held, hosted by the Parish Council, at which he could outline the background to his plans.

6968 Planning Decisions

Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on various planning applications. 

Councillor P Rigby agreed to check the planning position of a building in the process of erection at Wards Cote Farm, Belmont.

6969 Remembrance Sunday

Resolved: That the Parish Council be represented at the various Remembrance Sunday services as follows:



Cenotaph – Councillors Buchanan and Dowle 



St Anne’s Church – Councillor D Wild 



St Peter’s Church – Councillors Birch and P Rigby

6970 GH Ashworth Agricultural Scholarship

The current position was noted. 

6971
NS&I Accounts - Signatories

Resolved: That Councillors Birch, Dowle, Rev Morris and D Wild be nominated as signatories to the NS&I accounts in the name of the Parish Council and the GH Ashworth Agricultural Scholarship.

6972 Correspondence

Correspondence received since the last meeting was made available for inspection, including a letter from the Barlow Treasurer reminding the Parish Council of its undertaking to contribute towards the cost of refurbishment of the toilets.

Resolved: That a contribution of £12,000 be made towards the cost of refurbishment.

6973 Update on The Barlow

New volunteers had come forward; further protocols were being put in place; a skip had been organised to clear rubbish; and a scheme for monthly donations was under consideration.

Comments on Planning Applications received by 30th October 2013

10/13/0867
Forestry workers dwelling at Turton Bottoms


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development

10/13/0829
Erection of three 800kW wind turbines at Hoddlesden Moss, Hoddlesden



The Parish Council objects to this proposed development on the grounds that the proposed turbines and the proposed access road will have a detrimental visual impact, it will result in a proliferation of wind turbines within the area, and will be located in an area currently under consideration for a Site of Special Scientific Interest. 

Noted: That the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday, 2nd December 2013 at 7.30pm. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.
Signed - Chairman
The meeting closed at 9.50pm
