To be confirmed on 9th May 2016
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 4th April 2016 

at the Barlow, Edgworth
Present: 


Councillor D Wild (in the chair), Councillors P Birch, H Dowle, Rev A Morris
 and P Wild
Also present: G Syddall (Clerk), the Parish Lengthsman and five members of the public
Apologies: Councillor P Rigby

Prior to the meeting, members of the public were given an opportunity to address the Parish Council.

Several Belmont residents expressed concern at the recently circulated questionnaire seeking views on a possible increase in the Parish Precept to fund a loan for the replacement of the roof on the Barlow. It was felt that greater detail ought to have been provided; that an increase in the Precept was unfair to Belmont residents; that, as an old building, the Barlow would continue to require investment; and that Heritage Lottery funding would be more appropriate.
It was explained that the questionnaire was merely a fact finding exercise to ascertain the level of support should the Parish Council decide to go down this route.

The residents also brought to the Parish Council’s attention the deterioration of part of the Potato Pie footpath. It was agreed to purchase a ton of stone, which the Lengthsman would spread.

It was also agreed that a sign be placed close to the side of the playground at the Moss, asking dog owners to use the dog bin provided.

7258 Minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 7th March 2016, having been circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

 7259 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest
7260 Accounts
Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Zen Internet Ltd 

Broadband service


£    18.37   

Dave Rowley Landscapes
Litterman/Lengthsman March.
£1380.70

Printforce (Northern) Ltd
Printing



£  213.60

BT Payment Services Ltd
Telephone



£  104.40

HMRC



Income tax/National Insurance
£   200.30

Lancs Assoc Local Councils Subscription/LCR magazines   
£   611.61                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Greenmount Village Community
Waymarkers


£1000.00

A Herd


March salary 


£  312.00
G Syddall


March
 salary



£  852.02
7261 Planning Applications

Resolved: That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/16/0125, 10/16/0183, 10/16/0204, 10/16/0215 and 10/16/0224.
7262 Planning Decisions

Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on planning applications.
7263 Community Orchard
A progress report was given on planting at the community orchard site.

It was noted that one resident had concerns about maintenance and some of the plant species.
It was agreed to respond with assurances that the Lengthsman will maintain the site, and that the project is an evolving one.
7264 Barlow Roof

The response to date from the questionnaire regarding a possible rise in the Parish Precept was noted.

Resolved: That a decision on the question of a loan be deferred until June, to enable in-depth consideration of the issues, and to ensure that the new Parish Council membership has an opportunity to be involved in the decision process.
7265 Pensions

It was reported that under the Pensions Act 2008, every employer in the UK must put staff who meet certain criteria into a pension scheme, and pay into it. The law comes into effect for the Parish Council on 1st November 2016.

Resolved: That National Employment Savings Trust (NEST) be chosen as the Parish Council’s pension provider.
7266 Correspondence 
Correspondence received since the last meeting was made available for inspection and noted, including an update from the Post Office about the temporary closure of the Post Office in Belmont.
COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY 

30th March 2016
10/16/0125
Replacement windows & doors and conversion of garage into kitchen with slate roof at Bromily Farmhouse, Belmont Road, Belmont
The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development 

10/16/0183
Conversion of outbuilding to residential dwelling at Hazel Barn, Plantation Road, Turton
The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development 

10/16/0204
Single storey lower ground floor extension and subterranean garden store, plus partial demolition of outbuildings at 68 Wellington Road, Chapeltown
The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development , but has concerns about whether the proposed balcony will lead to a loss of privacy to neighbouring properties
10/16/0215
Single storey rear extension with conversion of existing integral garage, and conversion of loft space into en-suite bedrooms at 350 Chapeltown Road, Chapeltown
The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development 

10/16/0224
Single storey rear extension to accommodate a swimming pool at 11 Vale Street, Chapeltown

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development 

Noted: That the next meeting of the Parish Council, and the annual meeting, will be held on Monday, 9th May 2016 at 7.30pm. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.

Signed - Chairman
The meeting closed at 9.40pm
