To be confirmed on 7th January 2008

NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at the Barlow Institute, Edgworth, on Monday 3rd December 2007 The meeting opened at 7.30pm.

Present: 
   Cllr G.McIver (Chairman) 

   Cllrs. D. Wild (Vice-Chairman), D.J. Appleby, K. Bullen, S.P. Simpson,           E.J. Thomas and N.B. Wild. 

Also present: G. Syddall (Clerk) and 16 members of the public

Apologies: 
There were no apologies for absence.

6135 Minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 5th and 26th November 2007, having been circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

6136 Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising.

6137 Declarations of Interest

Councillor K Bullen declared an interest in planning application 07/1177. She left the room during consideration of the item, and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon.

Councillor EJ Thomas declared a non prejudicial interest in planning application 07/1261, and in the item relating to Longshaw Head Farm. 

6138Accounts

Resolved: 

That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

BDO Stoy Hayward LLP

Boss Office Systems

HM Customs and Revenue

G Syddall


Audit fee

Stationery


Quarterly Income Tax and

 National Insurance




Salary – November 2007; expenses and postage




£364.25

£ 34.28

£590.67

It was noted that the account submitted for the Litterman scheme showed a change of company name and address, and it was agreed that payment should be deferred pending verification.

6139 Planning Applications

Resolved: That the Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 07/1168, 07/1234, 07/1022, 07/1233, 07/1247, 07/1261, 07/1075, and 07/1177.

6140 Planning Decisions

Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council’s decisions on various planning applications. 

6141 Dumping of waste at Longshaw Head Farm, Crowthorn Road, Turton

Local residents addressed the meeting about the dumping of possibly contaminated waste at Longshaw Head Farm, including the contents of waste skips. This also involved regular movement of cars and heavy vehicles. Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council and the Environment Agency had been made aware of the problem.

Members noted that the dumping had affected public footpaths in the area, as the contours of the land had been altered, and were concerned at the potential contamination of fields and water courses in the area. There was also concern at the increased incidence in fly tipping in and around Edgworth, Chapeltown and Belmont.

Resolved:

1. That a letter be sent to the Environment Agency asking them to take action as a matter of urgency, and requesting that the Parish Council be kept informed of developments.

2. That letters be sent to Blackburn with Darwen asking them to investigate the need for planning permission for the change of use of the land at Longshaw Farm; to investigate the breach of the public footpaths in the area; and to use their enforcement powers wherever possible in relation to the increased incidence of fly tipping.

3. That the increase in fly tipping be raised with the local police to ascertain what action they can take.

6142 Dog Control Orders

The Parish Council were being consulted by Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council on proposals to introduce a Dog Control Order to cover all land borough-wide which is open to the air and to which the public are entitled or permitted to have access with or without payment.

Resolved: That the introduction of the proposed Dog Control Order be supported, but that Blackburn with Darwen be asked how it intends to police it. 

6143 Turton Tower Partnership Agreement

Consideration was given to a draft Partnership Agreement for Turton Tower.

Resolved: That Lancashire County Council be advised of the Parish Council’s comments, as follows:

First page – the commencement date should read 1st April 2008, not 2004

5.1 –   Schedule 2 needs to define the minimum level of public access

5.3 –   Schedule 2 (not Schedule 6) also needs to define minimum opening hours

9.1 –   Should read Schedule 1, not Schedule 5

13.1 – Six months notice of termination of the Agreement is insufficient –a minimum of two years is needed.

13 & 14 – Refer to ‘both parties’ and ‘either parties’ – should read ‘all parties’.

Schedule 1 - The Parish Council is happy to contribute £10,000, subject to the resources being available.

In terms of establishing a small team to put together a capital scheme and development programme, the Parish Council would wish to have two representatives.

The Parish Council has no objection to charging a small car parking fee to help meet the cost of security for the grounds.

 6144 Lengthsman

Noted: That Lancashire County Council intend to make                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         six months’ contribution to the Lengthsman scheme in this financial year because of the vacancy in the post.

6145 Issues related to Trust property and boundaries – Reading Room at the Barlow Institute

A further letter had been received from Turton FC regarding the claim that the Reading Room at the Barlow Institute had been donated to the football club.

Resolved: That a reply be sent indicating that it is clear that the evidence submitted does not refer to the Reading Room at the Barlow Institute, but to the former Free School.

6146 Correspondence

Correspondence sent and received since the last meeting was made available for inspection.

Resolved: 

1. That the 2007/08 national salary award for Clerks be noted

2. That, in relation to the Parish Precept 2008/09, a reply be sent to Councillor C Rigby explaining that considerable savings have been identified to try to meet the extraordinary expenditure on Turton Tower, and seeking clarification of Blackburn with Darwen’s position on the funding for the proposed partnership agreement for Turton Tower.

COUNCIL’S COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY 26th NOVEMBER 2007

07/1168
Field shelter at land off Chapeltown Road, Turton


The Parish Council has no objection to the erection of a field shelter on this site, but is not satisfied with the siting, design, materials and size of this particular shelter.

07/1234
Demolition of section of boundary wall and replacement with side elevation of proposed future extension at 70 High Street, Chapeltown


The Parish Council has no objections to the removal of the wall, provided that it is replaced with an extension wall, using materials in keeping with the existing. 

07/1022
Proposed alterations and conservatory at 2 Wellington Road, Turton


The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

07/1233
Conversion of Post Office into two residential units with associated extensions at 102-104 Bolton Road, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development, provided that the Highways Authority is satisfied with access and egress to the parking areas from Bolton Road.

07/1247
Conversion of sorting office/store to one house with extensions at 102 Bolton Road, Edgworth 

The Parish Council objects to this proposed development on the grounds that:

1. The proposal represents an over-development of the site in an important Conservation Area

2.  The extension of the building would considerably reduce the entrance onto Sandybank Road
3.  Vehicles reversing out of the proposed garage onto Bolton Road would     present a danger to pedestrians and other motorists
07/1261
Change of use of land to car park at rear of 166-182 Bolton Road, Edgworth


(Members of the public addressed the meeting on this application)

The Parish Council objects to this proposed development on the grounds that:

1. The proposal would encroach onto the Green Belt, within a Conservation Area

2. There is unsatisfactory visibility at the proposed access points onto Bolton Road 

3. Vehicles entering and leaving the site would present a danger to local children who currently play on the area

4. The residents of the adjoining houses do not wish to use the proposed car parking area.

07/1075
Rear extension, lifting of ridge line, internal alterations at moving of garage at 3 Middle Turn, Turton


The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development, provided that the Planning Officer is satisfied that it will not have an adverse impact on the neighbouring properties.

07/1177
Extension to approved bed and breakfast rooms to provide kitchen and dining room for use by bed and breakfast guests at Meadowcroft Farm, Bury Road, Turton


The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.
NOTED: That the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 7th January 2008, at the Barlow Institute. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Signed

Chairman

