To be confirmed on 5th November 2007

NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held at St Anne’s Church, Chapeltown on Monday 1st October 2007. The meeting opened at 7.30pm.

Present: 
Cllr G.McIver (Chairman) 

Cllrs. D. Wild (Vice-Chairman), D.J. Appleby, K. Bullen, S.P. Simpson, E.J. Thomas and N.B. Wild. 

Also present:
G. Syddall (Clerk) and one member of the public.

Apologies: 
There were no apologies for absence.

6103 Minutes

Resolved: That the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd September 2007 at the Barlow Institute, Edgworth, having been circulated, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

6104 Declarations of Interest

Councillor Bullen declared an interest in planning applications  07/1014 &1015 – Meadowcroft Farm, Bury Road, Edgworth. She left the meeting during consideration of these items.

Councillor D Wild declared an interest in planning application 07/0775 – Orrell Cote Farm, Moorside Road, Turton.  He left the meeting during consideration of this item.

Councillor McIver declared an interest in planning application 07/1029 – 13 Foxdale Close, Edgworth. He left the meeting during consideration of this item.

6105 Accounts

Resolved: 

1. That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

British Telecom

Elite Cleaning Services

G Syddall


Telephone charges

Parish Litterman scheme 

Sept 2007


Estimated salary – August & September 2007; expenses;

stationery and postage



£ 55.34


£666.66

2. That the Chairman be authorised to finalise payment to Stuart Davies Associates Ltd, amounting to £10,310.63, once all monies owed to the Parish Council for the feasibility study on the future of Turton Tower have been received.

6106 Planning Applications

A local resident addressed the meeting in relation to planning application 07/0946.

Resolved: That the Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 07/0947, 07/0922, 07/0948, 07/0775, 07/0857, 07/0946, 07/0978, 07/0988, 07/1014&5, 07/0827 and 07/1029.

6107 Planning Decisions

Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council’s decisions on various planning applications. 

6108 Model Code of Conduct 

Resolved: That the Parish Council adopts the Model Code of Conduct for Parish and Town Councils, including paragraph 12(2).

6109 Parish Precept 2008/09

Noted: That the Parish Council will be notified of the Council Tax Base for the Parish Precept for 2008/09 in early January 2008.

6110 Issues related to Trust property and boundaries

1. Gatehouse Lodge, Turton Tower – 

Cllr D Wild has had some contact with the tenant, and will now, with Councillor Thomas, arrange access to assess the necessary works.

Resolved: That a schedule of required works be drawn up clearly showing those which the tenant is responsible for, and those for which the Parish Council is responsible, and that the tenant be given a period of two months to carry out the relevant works.

2. Turton Tower Septic Tank – 

Complaints had been received during the recent Music Festival about an unpleasant smell close to the café area, believed to be from the septic tank. 

Resolved: That a letter be sent to Lancashire County Council asking what action they intend to take to resolve the problem.

3. Encroachment onto the cricket field – 

Resolved: That the Chairman be requested to speak to the occupiers of 348 Bolton Road, to ask them to accept, in writing, that the land belongs to the Parish Council, and to stipulate that only compost bins may be placed on the land, and not combustible or building materials. 

4. Reading Room at Barlow Institute – 

A letter had been received from Turton Football Club saying they have evidence to show that the Reading Room was donated to the Football Club by the Kay family.

Resolved: That a reply be sent asking for a copy of the evidence.

5. Parish Clerk’s office, Barlow Institute – 

Noted: That arrangements are in hand for a new letterbox to be fitted to the door to the Clerk’s office

6111 Summer Fun 4 All

Resolved: That a request for a contribution of up to £250 towards the cost of six weeks’ summer activities for children and young people across Darwen and the rural communities, be declined.

6112 Lancashire Association of Town and Parish Councils

Resolved: That the LAPTC be advised that the Chairman and Vice Chairman, or their nominees, together with the Clerk, will represent the Parish Council at Blackburn Area Committee meetings.

6113 Civic Service

Resolved: That the Chairman be requested to liaise over arrangements for the Civic Service with the Vicar of St Anne’s Church and the Mayor of Blackburn with Darwen. 

6114 Remembrance Sunday

Resolved: That the Parish Council be represented at the various Remembrance Sunday services as follows:

Chairman - St Anne’s Church, Chapeltown

Cllr Appleby - St Peter’s Church, Belmont

Cllr N Wild - Dunscar Cenotaph

6115 Speed Restrictions on Moorside Road, Turton

Concern was expressed that the current derestricted speed limit on Moorside Road poses a danger, particularly at its eastern end, because of regular vehicle and cattle movements into and out of the farm access gates.

Resolved: That a letter be sent to Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council asking them to extend the 30mph speed limit on Moorside Road westerly to the passing place beyond the access to Belmont and Hatfield Cottages.

In addition, the Council be requested to place repeater 30mph signs along Broadhead Road and Blackburn Road.

6116 Well on Bury Road, Edgworth

Resolved: That Councillor Thomas be requested to report back with a proposed design and costings for a plaque to mark the location of the well, subject to the owner of the adjacent wall agreeing to the plaque being placed there. 

6117 Breach of Footpath at Belmont

Councillor Appleby reported that the problem had been dealt with by Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council.

6118 Erection of Mirror at Four Lanes End, Chapeltown

The Parish Council had been requested to consider the reinstatement of a mirror at Four Lanes End to assist motorists. It was reported, however, that such mirrors are not sanctioned by the highways authority.

Resolved: That no action be taken.

6119 Lengthsman

Resolved: That the Chairman be requested to speak to the Lengthsman to ascertain his intentions about future work.

6120 Correspondence

Correspondence received since the last meeting was made available for inspection. 

COUNCIL’S COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY 1st OCTOBER 2007

07/0947
Conversion of existing redundant barn to private dwelling – The Barn, Top o’th Qualton Farm, off Ramsbottom Road, Hawkshaw


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development

07/0922
Single storey rear extension – 13 Broadhead Road, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development
07/0948
Detached garage – The Coach House, Broadhead Road, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development, provided that the building is used only as a private garage
07/0775
Single storey stables to replace previous wooden building destroyed by high winds – Orrell Cote Farm, Moorside Road, Turton


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development
07/0946
Conversion of post office sorting office to one house, including extensions – 102/104 Bolton Road, Edgworth


The Parish Council objects to this proposed development on the grounds that:

1. The proposal represents an over-development of the site in an important Conservation Area

2. The extension of the building would considerably reduce the entrance onto Sandybank Road

3. The two storey extension would provide a substandard distance between neighbouring properties on Sandybank Road, and would overshadow those properties 

4. Vehicles reversing out of the proposed garage onto Bolton Road would present a danger to pedestrians and other motorists

07/0857
Conversion of post office/flat to two units -102/104 Bolton Road, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development, subject to Highways approval 
07/0978
Additional windows, roof modifications and internal alterations to first floor extension previously approved – 7 Vale Street, Turton


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development
07/0988
Front porch extension – 37 High Street, Belmont



The Parish Council has no objections in principle to this proposed development, providing that the size of the porch and materials used are in keeping with the area

07/1014&5
Two storey side extension, and raising height of utility/store to create a separate upstairs bedroom – Meadowcroft Farm, Bury Road, Edgworth


The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development, providing that the Listed Buildings Officer is satisfied that the proposed alterations are in keeping with the original building

07/1029
Two storey side and rear extension – 13 Foxdale Close, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objections to this proposed development

NOTED: That the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 5th November 2007 at the Barlow Institute. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.

Signed

Chairman

